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Celebrating 5 Years of SPARK

SPARK is the largest research study of autism ever. By studying genetic, behavioral, and medical
information from hundreds of thousands of people, SPARK is accelerating autism research. SPARK
Research Match connects thousands of study participants with autism researchers around the world.
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The SPARK clinical site network Since launching in 2016, over DNA from 50,000 participants,
includes 31 top research a quarter of a million people, including 23,000 people with autism
centers and academic including 100,000 people has been sequenced and made
institutions across the country. with autism, have joined. available to qualified researchers.
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Accelerating Research
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on the autism community.

Due to the participation of hundreds of thousands of

ThCl n k @ \9 families, SPARK is transforming the way autism research is

Y | done. SPARK will continue for decades to come and learn
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“l can't imagine a reason not to participate in the “It was amazing to see that so many people

SPARK study. There's so much to be learned and with autism are joining this study and possibly
nothing at all to lose.” finding out why they have autism.”

“We do it because it's so important to contribute to “One day, we will learn the results of the SPARK study,
the understanding of autism. Even if we're not going though it will take time for the full impact of these

to benefit fromit, it's really important for other results to unfold. | am hopeful that the picture these
families in the future, for diagnosis or treatment. results paint will show that autism is not a puzzle to be
We've benefited from knowledge that was gained in solved but a story to be told. “

the past, which other families contributed to. So this is

what we have to do, for the future.”
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